Cyngor Tref Llanandras a Norton

PRESTEIGNE AND NORTON TOWN COUNCIL

_______________________________

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 16TH JANUARY 2013
AT THE SHIREHALL, BROAD STREET, PRESTEIGNE

  
Present: Cllrs. B. Price (Mayor), Ms B. Baynham ( Deputy Mayor), G. Banks, Ms. N. Humphreys,      J. Matthews, H. Owens, J. Tennant-Eyles, J. Wilding, J. Williams. 

Apologies:. C. Kirkby, P. Robinson, P. Smith,

In Attendance: Mrs T. Price, Town Clerk
Declarations of Interest. Members were requested to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests they may have in matters to be considered at this meeting in accordance with the terms of the Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct Order) (Wales) Order 2008.

Personal



Cllr. B. Price 

Governor, Presteigne Primary School (TC Appointed)  Primary School Matters



Member of Norton Sports Committee

Precept Norton Sports C'ttee

Cllr. Ms. Baynham     Governor John Beddoes School (BLANKET DISPENSATION) 









JBS  Schooling Matters

Cllr. G. Banks

Governor John Beddoes School (BLANKET DISPENSATION)










JBS  Schooling Matters




Governor, Presteigne Primary School (BLANKET DISPENSATION)










Primary School Matters




County Council Cabinet Member

           County Council Issues

Cllr. Ms.  Humphreys  Presteigne Housing Group member
Affordable Housing/Housing Group

Cllr. Tennant-Eyles
Member of the Organisations (DISPENSATION TO SPEAK NOT VOTE )






Precept - Chamber of Trade, Presteigne Festival, Presteigne Youth 



Project, Presteigne and Norton Community Trust

Cllr. J. Wilding

Member of Norton Sports Committee

Precept Norton Sports C'ttee

Cllr. H. Owens

Trustee Presteigne and Norton Community Support










Precept Community Support

Personal and Prejudicial
Cllr. Ms. Baynham    
 Related to Landowners

Cycle Route Norton to Presteigne 





Employed by Day Centre

Precept for East Radnorshire Day Centre
Dispensations - The new general dispensations for school governors and charity trustees were noted.

MIN 2625
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The Minutes of the Meeting on 19th December were approved with one amendment. Under Declaration of Interests Cllr. Banks should be noted as a Cabinet Member not a Board Member. The Mayor then duly signed the Minutes.
MIN 2626
CLERK’S REPORT

The Clerk's report was noted. 
MIN 2627
PLANNING 

(1) Planning Applications: 
P2012 1272 LBC, dismantle and rebuild chimney to match existing, using bricks and lime mortar. New lead flashing where chimney passes through roof plane, at Wychwood Cottage, Cannons Lane, Broad Street, Presteigne. No objections raised.
P2012 1441 Full, construction of 2 semi detached properties at Plots 7 and 8 Church Close, Presteigne.

No objections raised.
P2012 0018 Full, change of use and associated works of existing stables to 6 unit cattery at Willowbrook, Knighton Road, Presteigne. No objections raised.
(2)  Lloyds Bank ATM Planning Applications P2012 1221/1264: Cllr. Banks left the room for the duration of this item. Cllr. Price reported on the site meeting held at the bank with representatives of the bank, the architect, himself and the Clerk. He also drew Members attention to the petition and signed letters submitted by members of the public in support of the provision of an ATM by the bank.  Cllr. Price stated that the bank had explained in detail its reasons for the site of the ATM and that he felt it was unlikely to change this view. The only other site agreed by the Built Heritage Officer was not suitable for a number of reasons. The bank had confirmed that if the application for the present site was approved it would include a number of measures to alleviate any disturbance to nearby residents. These would be cctv monitoring, lighting, keeping the recess as small as possible to deter any loitering and insulation to prevent noise.
Members considered the matter at some length and whilst aware of the concerns of some residents they felt that it was vital to secure the provision of a long term, regularly serviced ATM with the back up of a permanent bank branch. 

Following a vote (seven for, one against) it was therefore agreed that the Clerk reply to the County Council indicating that the Town Council was, reluctantly, not objecting to the application, providing the above measures were fully carried out, but that it would prefer an alternative location.
(3)  One Voice Wales Email on updated Planning Policy Wales: Noted.
MIN 2628
CORRESPONDENCE/GENERAL ITEMS

(1)  Tennis Courts/Football Pitch/Toilet Block - A further meeting had been held with Stuart Mackintosh from the County Council. It was agreed that the Clerk confirm to the County Council the Town Councils desire to take ownership of the football pitch, car park, scout hut and toilet block areas in addition to the tennis courts, subject to appropriate refurbishment of the courts as discussed previously.
(2)   Street Lighting Review - It was agreed that any Members with concerns about the present lighting arrangements should contact the Clerk who would collate any responses and forward to Cllr. Banks to present to the County Council.
(3)  John Beddoes School - Members discussed the recent public meeting held at the school and the news that the sixth form would be closing. It was agreed that there was nothing presently to be done. The Chair of Governors at the school had been invited to the March Council meeting. Members noted the contents of an email from a local resident concerned at the closure of the sixth form. The Clerk was asked to compose a suitable reply.
(4)   Sargeants Ltd - The reply re school transport was noted, No further action to be taken.
(5)   Powys County Council Letter noting Annual Report of Social Services - noted.
(6)    Mid Wales Journal Request - It was agreed that the Clerk submit a quarterly article as requested by the newspaper.
(7)   Letter from Rural Housing Enabler - It was agreed to invite the Enabler to attend the February meeting along with representatives of the Presteigne Housing Project.
(8)   Sewerage Issue, Norton - It was agreed that the Clerk write to the Environmental Health Office at the County Council to report the problems.
(9)  Allocation of Allotment Plot - Following the normal procedure the vacant plot had been offered to existing plot holders to change site. Two had applied and Cllr. Ms. Baynham drew lots to determine the successful applicant. The Clerk would inform the successful person.
(10)  My Radnor Website - It was agreed that the Clerk submit articles of Council news to this site.
MIN 2629
FINANCE 
(1)
Donations: 
There were no donations this month. 
The letters of thanks from Wales Air Ambulance, the Samaritans and Radnorshire Wildlife Trust were noted.
(2) Payments: The following payments were approved:



Npower (toilet block)





£5.62




Viking (stamps/ink)





£188.52




A. Jones (hedging)





£711.00




Presteigne & Norton Community Trust Ltd (Tourism Project)














£490.00




N. Close






£1.65




N. Close






£27.00 MEADOW ACCOUNT




B. Price (Mayors Allowance)



£500

(3) Receipts: The following receipts were noted:


Powys County Council (final precept payment) £12511.78 (election costs deducted direct)


Warden Appeal Fund (to cover hedging costs)   £711.00

(4)    Bank Balances at 5th January 2013:



Money Manager
£15,350.91

Treasurer
£19,365.91




Meadow

£256.38

Allotments
£123.39

(5)    Bank Transfer: The amount of £8000 had been transferred back to the Money Manager Account.

(6)    Precept 2013/14: 
(i)  Review of Clerk’s Salary for 2013/14: Members received a report on the annual appraisal of the Clerk’s performance from Cllr. Ms Baynham and agreed that the Clerk’s salary should be increased by one incremental point from 1st April 2013.  It was also agreed that from 1st April the Clerk be paid monthly not quarterly. The Town Clerk left the room for the duration of this item.
(ii)  Grant for Memorial Hall 2013/14: Members agreed that this should remain the same at £1500.

(iii)  New Projects 2013/14: The following new projects were approved – 


Presteigne Housing Project


£500


Renewal of Christmas Lights


£1000.00


Defibrillators (additional fundraising needed)
£650.00


Cycle Path Norton to Presteigne (part)

£5000.00


Improvements to Skateboard Park

£3000.00


Councillor Elections Fund


£350

(iv)  Ongoing Projects 2013/14: The following amounts were approved for ongoing projects - 

Wilson Terrace Toilets




£3000

Presteigne Youth Project




£1200

Anchorage Testing Christmas Lights


£200

Town Bunting (Licence etc)




£160

(v)  Annual Grants/Donations: Accounts had been received from each organisation receiving over £250 and each donation was reviewed.

The donations to the Royal British Legion, Presteigne Football Club (fireworks) and Radnorshire Wildlife Trust were increased and Powys Army Cadet Force was added. The donation to the Powys CAB was reduced to £200.
The total budget agreed for 2013/14 was £45,725.00 and it was agreed to set a precept of £38 per band D property.
This represented an increase of £3 per band D property, the same increase as in 2012/13.
(vi)  Quotation for Mowing 2013 - It was agreed to accept the quotation from the County Council for mowing/weed killing in 2013

MIN 2630
INFORMATION ITEMS

Noted
MIN 2631
CASUAL VACANCY
The Clerk provided Members with an update on the procedures for filling the vacancy. 

MIN 2632
URGENT ITEMS

Kayes Factory Site - Cllr. Tennant-Eyles confirmed that the developers of the site had agreed to keep in touch with the Town Council as plans progressed.
There being no further business to discuss the meeting closed at 9.40 pm.
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