Cyngor Tref Llanandras a Norton

PRESTEIGNE AND NORTON TOWN COUNCIL

_______________________________

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 21ST AUGUST 2013
AT THE SHIREHALL, BROAD STREET, PRESTEIGNE

  
Present: Cllrs. Ms B. Baynham (Mayor), C. Kirkby MBE ( Deputy Mayor), G. Banks,                            Ms. N. Humphreys, J. Matthews, P. Robinson, J. Tennant-Eyles, J. Wilding. 

Apologies: Cllrs., H. Owens, Ms. F. Preece, B. Price, P. Smith, J. Williams

In Attendance: Mrs T. Price, Town Clerk; Members of the Public.
Declarations of Interest. Members were requested to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests they may have in matters to be considered at this annual meeting in accordance with the terms of the Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct Order) (Wales) Order 2008.

Personal / Personal and Prejudicial
None
MIN 2718
FINANCE PAYMENTS
The following payments were approved - 


Land Registry Search Fee (former play area)

£4.00


BDO  (external audit fee)



£510.00


Zurich Municipal (annual insurance)


£1203.03


(note index linking included this year at no extra charge)


Clearview Cleaning Services Ltd


£393.67


Presteigne Building Supplies (allotments gate)
£3.90 ALLOTMENT ACCOUNT


Pump International (parts for water pump)

£35.41 ALLOTMENT ACCOUNT


N. Close






£18.00


N. Close






£12.00 ALLOTMENT ACCOUNT


N. Close






£64.00 MEADOW ACCOUNT


Welsh Water





£18.63 MEADOW ACCOUNT


A.C. Jones





£40.50 MEADOW ACCOUNT

Also approved -


Bank Transfer of £13.50 from the Allotment Account to the Meadow Account to cover the trimming costs at the site entrance.

MIN 2719
PLANNING 

(1)  Planning Applications 

P2013 0618 LBC Erection of single storey extension to rear of property, including removal of internal wall at 3 Church View, Broad Street, Presteigne. No objections raised.

P2013 0619 for householder, erection of single storey kitchen extension to rear of property at 3 Church View, Broad Street, Presteigne. No objections raised.

P2013/0786, for householder, to paint front elevation of property which fronts onto Broad Street at 8 Broad Street, Presteigne. No objections raised.

P2013/0822, for householder, removal of existing conservatory and erection of single storey extension to provide additional kitchen and larder space at Bryntirion, Norton. No objections raised.


P2013 0806, LBC, separate single dwelling into two residential units to include the blocking up of two doors and a cupboard and creation of a new doorway to access bedroom at Hereford House, 6-7 Hereford Street, Presteigne. No objections raised

P2013 0805 , full, separate single dwelling into two residential units at Hereford House, 6-7 Hereford Street, Presteigne. No objections raised

P2013 0671 Poultry Unit, Upper Heath Farm, Presteigne: Reconsultation by Powys County Council following receipt of further information.

Cllr. Banks declared that he had already objected to the application in his capacity as local County Councillor and so took no part in the discussion.

Following discussion it was agreed that the following comments be submitted -

Having examined the new information the Town Council would not wish the application to proceed unless the following matters can be fully addressed -
 
1) Section 9.8 Manure Disposal. It is stated that there is 86t per flock cycle – given 7 flock cycles this generates some 602 tpa. In the opinion of the Town Council this section does not adequately address fully the management of these wastes.  Particular concerns include: 
the impossibility of ploughing in the waste within seven to ten days after every cleaning out as recommended by Defra given the year round nature of the poultry unit; 
the fact that waste removal is declared as being under tractor/trailer transport indicating local spreading which would place an excessive burden on the area through which the watercourses Lugg and Hindwell flow, which will increase the phosphate levels of these rivers beyond the target for such levels;
the lack of any indication of a formal arrangement for storage of the waste before spreading which means concerns on leaching of nutrients, smell etc cannot be fully considered;
the need to not exceed the good practice  guide for spreading manure issued by DEFRA which states 'there should be a limit of 250kg of 'total nitrogen' per hectare in any twelve month period for the spreading of organic manure', a target which it seems it would be impossible to meet given the size of the farm available on which to spread the waste generated;
given the above issues it seems that waste must be sold off the farm resulting in greatly increased vehicle movements and further concerns for the areas to which this waste is then spread.
2) Vehicle Movements  - The Town Council sees no indication of any vehicle movements being included in the table in 12.5 for the removal of carcasses as in 9.9 from the units. Even at the equivalent of one journey per week this would add 52 journeys (or 104 trips if two visits a week) over the course of a year. No indication of frequency is given.
 
3) Noise/Smell Levels - Whilst it is noted that under the ideal conditions in the study these levels are stated to be just below recommended levels it was felt that ideal conditions are almost impossible to achieve and that in reality levels could easily exceed those stated due to weather conditions, management problems etc.
It was also noted that the averaging for smell levels included figures from the very start of the cycle when the birds will be on clean bedding and there is little waste and it was felt that this brought the averages down considerably given that the most smell is produced towards the very end of the production cycle and when the buildings are cleaned out.
 
4) Environmental Concerns - The volume of waste is such that the Town Council feels that the specialist advice needs to be sought on the effect on phosphate levels on the rivers not only in the immediate area of the proposed unit but downstream and into England also. It has been brought to the Council's attention that Julian Jones of the Radnorshire Wildlife Trust has been in touch with the Ecologist from Herefordshire Council and that on the advice of Natural England Herefordshire Council are halting poultry unit developments within 3km of the River Lugg. Natural England consider that the river Lugg is already exceeding it’s phosphate target and failing it’s conservation objectives as an SSSI. As the Hindwell feeds the Lugg some 2km below the site any additional loading needs to be very carefully considered particularly given the large number of such units already on both the Hindwell and the Lugg catchment areas. The Town Council would ask if Natural Resources Wales were consulted and if they have a similar view on such developments for the Lugg.

(2) Letter re. Local Development Plan Candidate Sites - 

Members had all received a copy of the letter received from a local resident/developer. It was noted that the comments made had already been submitted to the County Council. It was agreed that the Clerk reply to the letter.

MIN 2720
URGENT ITEMS

Closure of Public Toilets - It was agreed that the Clerk express an initial interest in taking over the running of the Hereford Street toilets from the County Council and make further enquiries regarding the situation on the toilets at the Presteigne Cemetery
Cllr. Kirkby informed Members of a forthcoming Cancer Research UK meeting on 28th August to discuss an event to be held at John Beddoes School.
There being no further business to discuss the meeting closed at 7.20 pm and Members commenced the annual town walk.
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