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Cyngor Tref Llanandras a Norton 
PRESTEIGNE AND NORTON TOWN COUNCIL 

_______________________________ 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 4TH FEBRUARY 2009 AT THE SHIRE HALL, 

BROAD STREET, PRESTEIGNE 

Present:  Cllrs. C. Kirkby (Mayor), J. Wilding (Deputy Mayor), Ms. B. Baynham,  N. Green, 
Ms. N. Humphreys, J. Kendall,  Ms. J. Simpson, P. Spawton, J. Tennant-Eyles,. 
 
Apologies:  H Owens, Ms. A. Wake, B. Price, P. Robinson, 
 
In Attendance: Mrs T. Price, Town Clerk 
 
Declarations of Interest. Members were requested to declare any personal and/or prejudicial 
interests they may have in matters to be considered at this meeting in accordance with the terms of 
the Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct Order) (Wales) Order 2008. 
 
Personal  
 
Cllr. Ms. Baynham   Planning Application, Land Energy 
 
Personal and Prejudicial    None 
 
MIN 2029 PLANNING  
 
(1)  The following application was considered:  
 
P2009 0019 Full, Alterations and extensions to existing buildings and installation of plant and machinery 
to form wood pellet production facility at Presteigne Mill, Greenfield Road, Presteigne.  
 
Members had all had the opportunity to read the full set of plans and submitted comments 
individually regarding their views and concerns. Chief concerns were the inadequate transport 
plan and the issue of noise from the plant. It was agreed that whilst broadly in favour of the 
application there were a number of issues which needed to be fully addressed before full support 
could be given. Cllr. Kirkby confirmed he had spoken to the engineer responsible for the site and 
that a full transport study had already been requested by Powys County Council. 
 
The Clerk was asked to submit the following comments/concerns to Powys County Council :- 
 
‘A new transport study is considered essential and should incorporate full consideration of the 
direction from which timber will be received and in which the secondary plant will be situated. 
These considerations will allow a more accurate assessment of the transport implications. 
 
With regard to noise, there is no indication in the application of the concrete bunding or sound 
insulating cladding on the building that had been discussed at the open meetings. It is therefore 
requested that a full assessment survey must be carried out to demonstrate that the noise from 
the site is sufficiently attenuated, by whatever method, such that the base level should be the 
normal noise level of a still Sunday afternoon (given the rurality of the area of the site). The 
undertakings in the present document where not sufficient to confirm this. In addition it is 
understood that noise monitoring recently taken on neighbouring ground was done so during 
strong winds and so will not be relevant as a base level. The council is seeking reassurance that 
we will not be left with an unacceptable low level drone from the plant as it will be running 
continuously and this has the potential to seriously affect the quality of life for the community.   
 
 
 



Minutes 04.02.09 PNTC Page 2 of 2 

It has previously been agreed that reversing vehicles will be fitted with an alternative to the 
bleepers usually used to minimise noise. This requires written confirmation. 
 
Hours of operation had previously been discussed at the meetings held in the town and it was 
believed that they had been agreed to be between 8 am and 6pm Monday to Friday for transport 
movements and 8 am to 6 pm seven days per week for internal movements. This needs to be 
confirmed by the applicant as the hours stated presently are felt to be excessive. 
 
There was originally a mention of some low grade heat from the CHP plant being available for 
district heating – this is now not mentioned. Will this still be available and if so how much and are 
there any proposals for its use? 
 
Whilst it is understood that an environmental assessment is not required it would be appreciated if 
Powys County Council could confirm that this is the case and that the Environment Agency has 
been consulted. 
 
The Town Council feels that the water leaving the site and the emissions from the Mill must be 
properly monitored and would like to be assured that this will be the case and informed how it will 
be carried out. 
 
There is presently no mention of community benefit/planning gain for the community from the site, 
could this be considered? It was felt that a scheme similar to that for the wind farm would be 
suitable with fuel poverty and energy savings measures such as insulation, solar panels or similar 
for local dwellings being a logical benefit. 
 
A number of other items are mentioned for consideration – a second weighbridge mentioned by 
Land Energy during open meetings, which would greatly reduce traffic flow on site is not now on 
the plans; a one way system would reduce traffic flow; that Land Energy consider acquisition of 
adjacent ground which if negotiated could provide greatly improved bunkering reducing the 
movements of the JCB. Finally re-cladding of the existing buildings would improve the site 
generally. 
 
In summary whilst wishing to support inward investment into the town and the jobs it will create, 
the Town Council feels that the concerns listed above must be fully considered and suitable 
planning conditions imposed to enforce them if permission is to be granted.’ 
 
Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 the public and press where excluded 
at this point of the meeting due to the confidential nature of the following item. 
 
MIN 2030 HIGHWAYS HOUSING & ENVIRONMENT 
 
 (1) Affordable Housing –  Cllr. Tennant-Eyles reminded Members of recent correspondence with 
Powys County Council on this subject. Members examined a plan of the town and discussed possible 
sites for development with a view to Members approaching land owners to see if they would be 
interested. Given the recent email from Powys County Council on a forthcoming review in the area it was 
agreed that Cllr. Tennant-Eyles and the Clerk meet the Powys Officer before any further action was 
taken. 
 
MIN 2031 OTHER MATTERS 
 
The use of Wents Meadow for the Vintage Car Rally on 14th June was agreed. 
 
A reply had been received from the Local Health Board indicating that at present there was no funding 
available to fund an NHS dentist in Presteigne. The Clerk was asked to reply indicating the Town 
Council’s extreme concern that despite a long term commitment to provide a NHS dentist for the town, 
the Health Board were now not fully supporting this opportunity to provide a two day a week practice, 
when a dentist and suitable building were both available. 
 

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting closed at 9.pm. 


